Latest News from
Interna�onal Recovery Pla�orm

IRP Herald

2018
Vol.25

IRP Shared Insights to Achieve Resilience
of Transport Systems at the 11th EST Forum
2-5 October 2018, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
The Government of Mongolia, along with UNCRD and other
partners, convened The Eleventh Intergovernmental Regional
Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) Forum in Asia,
from 2-5 October 2018 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, to discuss
the role of EST in “Sustainable Urban Design and
Development”. The Forum sought to address increasing
pressure on transport systems to deliver safe and eﬃcient
movement of people and goods in the context of rapid
urbaniza�on in Asia. The discussions emphasized how ci�es
can manage signiﬁcant demand for transport and freight
within the constraints of current infrastructure and
development. It further addressed the ways in which ci�es
can ensure the con�nuity of transport opera�ons in the
context of disasters. The conference organizers invited the
Interna�onal Recovery Pla�orm (IRP) to the Forum to oﬀer
insights on achieving resilient transport systems in the context
of disaster risks and climate change. In its presenta�on, the
IRP Secretariat oﬀered na�onal and city governments op�ons
to improve resilience of their transport systems, by sharing
relevant content from its guidance notes.
The IRP Secretariat recommended maintaining a disaster loss
database. Governments typically record the damages to
transport infrastructure but not the losses from disasters.
However, if governments maintain a disaster loss database,
they can facilitate greater understanding of risk and enhance
resilience. Disaster loss data give indica�ons about resilience
levels, and oﬀer insights regarding: (i) vulnerability of key
transport assets to hazards; (ii) resource requirements for
reconstruc�on of transport assets and structures; and (iii)
con�nuity of transport opera�ons in case of disaster. The IRP
Secretariat recommended performing pre-disaster mi�ga�on.
Governments can strengthen cri�cal transport infrastructure
by upgrading or retroﬁ�ng these structures to reduce
vulnerability. This ac�on requires regular assessment of the
condi�ons of transport systems to address structural
deﬁciencies, exposure, and vulnerability to hazards. Finally,
the IRP Secretariat recommended that governments “build
back be�er in recovery, rehabilita�on, and reconstruc�on”.

Governments can heed the guidance from the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduc�on by ensuring that the
reconstruc�on of transport infrastructure and assets
conforms to na�onal and global standards to withstand the
impacts of future hazards.
Over 300 oﬃcials, from na�onal and local governments, regional
copyright:: IRP
and interna�onal organiza�ons, UN agencies, development
banks, academia, research ins�tutes, NGOs, and the private
sector, par�cipated in the Forum. The geographic representa�on
included 25 countries in Northeast, Southeast, and South Asia
and the Russian Federa�on.

Disseminating IRP Knowledge Products
at the Third National Conference on
Promoting Disaster Risk Reduction 2018
13-14 October 2018, Tokyo, Japan
The Cabinet Oﬃce of Japan hosted the Third Na�onal
Conference on Promo�ng Disaster Risk Reduc�on 2018
(“Bosai Kokutai”), 13-14 October in Tokyo, Japan. The
purpose of the annual conference is to raise public
awareness, to learn and share experiences about disaster
risk reduc�on, and to promote self-help and mutual
assistance. This year, the conference focused on the theme
of, “Preparing for large-scale disasters: Strengthening a
network of collabora�on in a community”.

IRP Exibi�on Booth at the Third Na�onal Conference on Promo�ng
Disaster Risk Reduc�on 2018 (Bosai Kokutai)
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Of the es�mated 12,000 par�cipants, approximately 300
visited the IRP booth, which was jointly organized with the
United Na�ons Oﬃce for Disaster Risk Reduc�on (UNISDR).
Visitors to the IRP booth included na�onal and local
government oﬃcials, university professors, and private sector
representa�ves. The IRP Secretariat shared knowledge
products and informa�on about the Pla�orm and its work.

The speech concluded by emphasizing the importance of
preparedness to build back be�er that can be carried out
through pre-agreements, pre-disaster recovery planning,
drills, and simula�ons in order to achieve resilient recovery.

HEM21 Symposium on Pre-Disaster
Recovery Planning: Best Practices and
Challenges

IRP Delivered Keynote Speech at the
1st APTIK International Conference
21-23 September 2018, Yogyakarta, Indonesia
The Associa�on of the Indonesian Catholic Universi�es
(APTIK), in collabora�on with the Ministry of Educa�on and
the Universitas Atma Jaya Yogyakarta (UAJY), invited the
Interna�onal Recovery Pla�orm to deliver a keynote speech
about disaster recovery as an opportunity to enhance
resilience and achieve the beneﬁts of building back be�er.

IRP Recovery Expert Mr. Gerald Potutan has given Keynote Speach at the 1st APTIK
Interna�onal Conference on Poverty and Environment

IRP focused in par�cular on the ways in which recovery
contributes to “Resilience in Poverty Allevia�on and
Environmental Mi�ga�on”, the overarching theme of the 1st
APTIK Interna�onal Conference on Poverty and Environment.
Over 100 professors, lecturers, and graduate students from
APTIK member universi�es par�cipated in the conference.
Most par�cipants shared research ﬁndings and programs on
poverty allevia�on and environmental mi�ga�on –
showcasing the role of universi�es in providing policy and
program recommenda�ons to both the public and private
sectors.
In its keynote speech, the IRP Secretariat addressed the
beneﬁts of building back be�er in recovery, including:
preven�ng future losses and reducing vulnerabili�es;
enabling faster recovery and crea�ng co-beneﬁts to the
environment; and minimizing adverse impacts to poor
people through inclusion in the recovery process. Secondly, it
iden�ﬁed cri�cal ac�ons to build back be�er, including:
having clear and adequate implementa�on arrangements;
ensuring up-to-date policy on recovery; considering
context-speciﬁc ins�tu�onal arrangements; and pu�ng in
place predictable funds for recovery.

30 July 2018, Kobe, Japan
The Hyogo Earthquake Memorial 21st Century Research
Ins�tute (HEM21) organized a symposium to underscore the
importance of pre-disaster recovery planning (PDRP) for
communi�es at risk of earthquakes emana�ng from the
Nankai Trough and other natural hazards, such as the recent
ﬂoods. IRP Secretariat par�cipated to learn from the
discussions.
Prof. Yoshiaki Kawata, the Execu�ve Director of Disaster
Reduc�on and Human Renova�on Ins�tu�on (DRI), delivered
the keynote speech emphasizing the importance of promo�ng
resilience, not only for disaster reduc�on, but also to speed up
recovery. The symposium featured two panel discussions. The
ﬁrst panel discussed lessons on recovery from the Great East
Japan Earthquake and the North Osaka Earthquake, where the
panelists highlighted the importance of learning from
large-scale and compounding disasters to inform risk
reduc�on eﬀorts. The second panel discussed pre-disaster
recovery planning for earthquakes emana�ng from the Nankai
Trough. One of the best prac�ces presented in this panel was
the pre-disaster recovery planning experience of Minami
Town, located in an earthquake-prone coastal area in
Tokushima Prefecture. The residents of the town conducted a
community-led PDRP process supported by external experts,
who assisted in technical analysis. The community-led PDRP
helped to inform mi�ga�ng ac�ons and investments that the
local government and community were able to enact
therea�er. Panelists argued that other local governments and
communi�es can learn from the work of communi�es like
Minami. However, they are o�en constrained by lack of
awareness of recovery planning, disaster risk informa�on, and
funding for planning and mi�ga�on.
Approximately 200 people a�ended the symposium, including
government oﬃcers and the general public.

Finally, it oﬀered insights on how to sustain the beneﬁts of
building back be�er, including: regularly amending recovery
policies and regula�ons; regularly conduc�ng pre-disaster
mi�ga�on; and regularly conduc�ng drills and simula�ons.

The Panelists of the HEM21 Symposium
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